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Helping other women in business grow
by COLLEEN SMITH ARMSTRONG
Editor/Publisher

Without meaning to, much of Mary Ann Sircely’s career
has been centered around women.
In the 1980s, she launched a quarterly publication about
women’s issues. For years she has been involved with an
advocacy group in Pennsylvania that helps pass legislation
for women’s rights and tackles issues like health care and
voting. And the majority of her marketing firm’s clients are
females.

A Touch
of Rejuvenation
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Hot Stone • Balinese Foot Bath
Reflexology • Organic Facials
Couples Romance • Men’s Deep Sport
Medical/Injury • Acupuncture
Senior Discounts • Gift Certificates
Accepting Insurances, PIP and L&I
On the water in the Eastsound Sea Star Lofts
344 Main St. Suite 103
360-376-8006 or 206-486-HEAL
facebook: massagebytheseaspa

Insurance Services

Home | Auto | Commercial | Aviation Insurance

New location!

Michele Wiley and her
business Chele Enterprises are
celebrating two years on Orcas
Island and expanded into a
new space! The business is now
located in a larger office in Suite
#106 in the Village Plaza on
Michele Wiley
North Beach Road.
licensed independent agent
Michele is a licensed independent agent with Chele Enterprises, LLC/Madrona Point Insurance Services. She
has numerous connections in the greater Seattle and
Arlington-Smokey Point area and the San Juan Islands.
She represents many insurance carriers including
Chubb, Kemper, Premier Marine, Travelers, Hartford
and Progressive and many lines for commercial, general and professional liability.
With her strong commitment to community,
Michele volunteers at the Orcas Island Chamber
of Commerce, Orcas Island Historical Museum and
Arlington-Smokey Point Chamber of Commerce as an
ambassador.
Contact Michele Wiley today for a free insurance
estimate!

“It is very rewarding to help women in business grow,”
she said.
Before moving to Orcas in 2010, Mary Ann lived in
Pennsylvania. After studying government, journalism and
fine arts at Connecticut College, she worked as a reporter
and editor at the Bucks County Courier Times. That is
where she met her husband of 38 years, Harry, a photojournalist. He passed away this July from cancer.
After her time at the newspaper, Mary Ann worked as a
freelance journalist. When Macintosh computers came out,
the direction of her career shifted.
“With Macs, I was able to do all my own page design,”
she said.
Mary Ann launched the Bucks County Woman, a quarterly publication that highlighted local business owners.
In 1987, she started Sircely Marketing and Design, which
offers full service communications. Mary Ann does website
development, marketing strategies, logo and branding work
and print materials. Her specialty is multi-media packages.
“I was trained in traditional journalism and I apply all
those same principles to my graphic design work: honesty,
ethics and integrity,” Mary Ann said. “If the client doesn’t
agree, then we aren’t a good fit.”
Her oldest son Matthew moved to Port Townsend a
dozen years ago and every time she and Harry would visit
him, they never wanted to go home.
“We fell in love with the whole area. And then we discovered Orcas,” she said.
When they moved to the island, their son Erik came to
design and build their home. He decided to stay and resides
in Deer Harbor. Their only son not in the Northwest is
Jason, who lives in Colorado.
Mary Ann has kept a lot of her clients from Pennsylvania
in addition to those she has on Orcas. She works with freelance writers and artists to keep up with the workload. Her
favorite projects are ones that are versatile.
“When you can come up with a design that transcends
the medium, when it can be used for many different things
– that is my favorite,” she said.
One of her recent jobs was an all-island mailing for OPAL
Community Land Trust.
“There were too many fonts, too many colors – I broke
every rule. But there were so many people who contributed
to it. It was such a fun project,” she said.
Much of Mary Ann’s time on Orcas has been spent caring
for Harry, who battled lung cancer for years.
Now she wants to spend more time on her sailboat, take
hikes on the island and raise her four-month-old chocolate
lab, Rollo. Harry saw a photo of the litter prior to his death
and was happy that Mary Ann would be raising a pup in
his absence.
“Rollo gets me out of the house. It’s good for me,” she
said.

Center Works Studio
M O N K E Y PUZZLE
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What Monkey Puzzle offers is a space to not only
design your own jewelry but also to design your
own jacket or vest. Sallie Bell has created patterns
for the vests and jackets, but the clients become
an integral part of the process when they choose
the colors and the pattern of their choice.

365 North Beach Road, #106, Eastsound
360-376-5707 ofﬁce | 360-722-2802 direct

www.cheleent.com

Colleen Smith Armstrong/Staff Photo

Above: Mary Ann Sircely with her four-month-old lab Rollo
Left: The cover of Bucks County Woman, a publication that
Mary Ann launched in Pennsylvania.

360-376-2275
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Eastsound, WA

Pilates and Gyrotonic (TM)
to transform your body, your life, your world
Teaching since 2005, Anne Marie Schultz is
delighted to be joined in the studio by fellow
teachers Renee Segault and Vicki Sare.
Together we invite you to join us for inspired
teaching and the compassionate support to create
the strength, flexibility, and change you dream of
in your body and your life. We welcome athletes,
people who love a good workout, people who need
to get back to working out, people who's bodies
are healing or are in recovery.
Curious? Call for your free consultation today!
188 A Street (in the front of the Athletic Building)
360.376.3659 / www.orcaspilates.com

